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and exaggerate the facts related, as they are often prone to do*
But as the matter is of great importance, and as the workers have
exposed themselves to greater risks than I can possibly expose
them to, I have felt it my duty publicly to discuss the pros and
cons of the act of occupation which, though fraught with danger,
commands one's admiration for its bravery. Non-co-operators
have burnt their boats. They have no secrets. But correspondents
who wish to write in confidence are welcome to do so. I shall
respect their confidence. But as all my work is done in open
daylight, and as my post passes through the hands of many
helpers, I would like to discountenance confidential correspon-
dence as much as possible. Though the Government, be it said
to their credit, have generally not tampered with my correspon-
dence, the correspondents must also note that like all correspon-
dence mine is equally at their mercy.

Toung India, 26-1-1922

105.   BEWARE OF OURSELVES
I gladly publish, though not without sorrow, a letter1 from a
Madras correspondent on the recent occurrences in that city.
Evidently, the hooliganism was far more serious than described
in the first impressions given by Dr. Rajan.2 Mr. Rajagopalan
is justified in blaming the non-co-operators.
It is difficult to distinguish between hooligans and non-
co-operators when hundreds or thousands take part in smashing
cars, swearing at innocent passengers or threatening a cinema-
keeper. Non-co-operators cannot "have the cake and eat it too".
They claim to be millions. They claim to have almost the whole
of India at their back. We must either regulate our procedure in
accordance with our creed or dissociate ourselves entirely from
1 The letter, from V. R. Rajagopalan of Presidency College, Madras, is
not reproduced here.   The following are some excerpts: ". . . The Madras
non-co-operators behaved in such a way that all were shocked.   They molested
those who wanted to go and see the Prince. Trams were blocked and the inmates
ware palted with stones . . . The few tram-cars which had the audacity to run
. . . were stopped, glass panes were broken, footboards were smashed to pieces,
and one was about to be set on fire . . . Some girl-guides and lady students
who were going in tram-cars were spat at, were abused in the most violent
and vile language, and were molested . . . Scouts were deprived of -their turbans
and were also pelted with stones . . . '*
2 Vide "Hooliganism in Madras'5, 19-1-1922.
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